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SUBJECT: STUDENT UNREST AT UNIVERSITY 

REF: MASERU 97 

1. SUMMARY: STUDENTS AT UBLS ROMA CAMPUS STILL ON STRIKE 
FEBURARY 5. ON CAMPUS, FACULTY AND STUDENT GROUPS HAVE BEEN 
MEETING TO DISCUSS STUDENT DEMANDS. OFF CAMPUS, COMMERCE 
AND INDUSTRY MINISTER! AND FORMER UBLS PRO VICE-CHANCELLOR) 
JOEL MOITSE HAS BEEN SUPPORTING STUDENTS AND LAUNCHING VERBAL 
ATTACKS AGAINST UBLS VICE-CHANCELLOR CYRIL ROGERS. LESOTHO 
GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN HANDS-OFF APPROACH, PERHAPS IN HOPE 
THAT STUDENT STRIKE WILL HASTEN END OF ROGERS' TENURE. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. AS OF FEBRUARY 5 STUDENTSHAVE NOT BACKED OFF FROM DEMANDS 
FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION ON THEIR COMPLAINTS AGAINST UBLS 
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ADMINISTRATION ALTHOUGH SOME STUDENTS SAID TO WANT TO 
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RETURN TO CLASSES. THEREHAS BEEN NO VIOLENCE BUT STUDENTS 
HAVE FORCED CONFRONTATIONS WITH ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS 
THAT COULD HAVE LED TO VIOLENCE. 

3. EMBASSY HAS OBTAINED LIST OF STUDENT DEMANDS PRESENTED 
JANUARY 27 WHICH STUDENTS APPRENTLY STILL CLAIM ARE NOT 
NEGOTIABLE. DEMANDS ALMOST COMPLETELY CONCERNED WITH FACULTY 
AND STAFF MATTERS. HOTTEST ISSUE IS CALL FOR IMMEDIATE RESIG- 
NATION OF BRITISH MATHEMATICS LECTURER NAMED AMBROSE WHOM 
STUDENTS CHARGE CONSPIRED TO PREVENT SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN 
NAMED MOHAMED FROM CHAIRING MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT. OF 
LONGER-TERM NATURE, STUDENTS DEMAND REPRESENTATION IN ALL 
FACULTY MEETINGS AND ESTABLISHMENT OF STUDENT PANEL TO 
INTERVIEW APPLICANTS FOR FACULTY POSITIONS. NEW AND ADDITIONAL 
DEMAND IS RESIGNATION OF VICE-CHANCELLOR ROGERS. 

4. WHILE SEVERAL FACULTY MEMBERS SAID TO BE READY TO LEAVE 
IF AMBROSE FORCED OUT. ACADEMIC STAFF ASSOCIATION AT ROMA 
HAS ISSUED STATEMENT MODERATELY CRITICAL OF UBLS ADMINISTRA- 
TION AND. WITH EXCEPTION OF AMBROSE'S IMMEDIATE DISMISSAL, 
SUPPORTIVE OF SLUDENT DEMANDS. 

5. MOITSE ENTERED FRAY JANUARY 30 WITH RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT 
SUPPORTING STUDENTS AND CALLING THEIR ACTIONS AND DEMANDS 
"MATURE". IN SUBSEQUENT STATEMENTS, HIS POSITION HAS BEEN 
EMBELLISHED BY RACIST OVERTONES AND PERSONAL ATTACKS ON 
ROGERS. 

6. IT APPEARS QUITE LIKELY MOITSE IS PRIME INSTIGATOR OF 
STUDENT UNREST, WITH STUDENT DEMANDS TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH 
ROGERS' RETURN FROM OVERSEAS TRIP. WE BELIEVE MOITSE MIGHT 
WELL HAVE ENCOURAGED PRESENT DIFFICULTIES BECAUSE OF ANIMOSI- 
TIES HE DEVELOPED TOWARD ROGERS AND OTHER EXPATRIATE UBLS 
PERSONNEL DURING HIS TOUR THERE AS PRO-VICE-CHANCELLOR. 

MOITSE INFORMED CHARGE' HE HAS SPOKEN OUT ON UBLS PROBLEM 
WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION BY PRIME MINISTER, AND HIS ACTIONS 
HAVE REPORTEDLY CAUSED PRIME MINISTER AND EDUCATION 
MINISTER CONSIDERABLE CONCERN. LESOTHO GOVERNMENT APPEARS 
TO BE ATTEMPTING TO MAINTAIN HANDS-OFF APPROACH WHICH OF 
COURSE DOES NOTHING TO DISCOURAGE STUDENTS. GOL KNOWN TO 
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BE HOSTILE TO ROGERS WHOM THEY HAVE BEEN OBLIGED TO CONTINUE 
TO ACCEPT BECAUSE OF DESIRES OF BOTSWANA AND SWAZILAND. GOL 
MAY SEE IN PRESENT FRAY OPPORTUNITY TO GET OTHER TWO COUNTRIES 
TO AGREE ON ROGERS' REMOVAL. 

7. ROGERS REPLIED TO STUDENTS' POINTS ON FEBRUARY 2, 

EXPLAINING REASONS FOR DEPARTURE OF NON-WHITE FACULTY MEMBERS 
MOHAMED AND NCGOBO AND PROMISING UNIVERSITY COUNCIL CON- 
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SIDERATION OF MOST STUDENT DEMANDS. HE ANNOUNCED AMBROSE 
HAD VOLUNTARILY AGREED TO SUSPEND HIMSELF TO LESSEN CONTROVERY 
BUT THAT NO PERMANENT ACTION COULD BE TAKEN UNTIL THREE GOVERN- 
MENTS CONCERNEDHAD ESTABLISHED COMMISSION OF INQUIRY. 

8. COMMISSION OF INQUIRY WOULD REQUIRE PARTICIPATION BY 
BOTSWANA AND SWAZILAND BUT THERE SO FAR NO INDICATION OF 
THEIR THINKING ON PROBLEMS AT ROMA. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
INFO EMBASSIES MBABANE AND GABORONE CAN PROVIDE ON HOST 
GOVERNMENTS’ ATTITUDES TOWARD STRIKE. HAUGHT 
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